
 CITY OF CEDARBURG CC20091109-1 
 COMMON COUNCIL  

November 9, 2009 
 

A regular meeting of the Common Council of the City of Cedarburg, Wisconsin, was held on 
Monday, November 9, 2009 at City Hall, W63 N645 Washington Avenue, second floor, Council 
Chambers.  Mayor Myers called the meeting to order at 7:04 p.m.  The meeting began with a 
moment of silence followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Roll Call:          Present - Common Council – Mayor Gregory P. Myers, Council Members Ron 

Reimer, Art Filter, Paul Radtke, Michael Maher, Kip Kinzel, Robert 
Loomis 

 
                        Excused -  Council Member Chris Reimer 
 
                 Also Present - City Attorney Kaye Vance, City Administrator/Treasurer Christy 

Mertes, Director of Engineering and Public Works Tom Wiza, Parks, 
Recreation and Forestry Director Mikko Hilvo, City Planner Jon 
Censky, Police Chief Tom Frank, Police Captain Glenn Lindberg, 
City Assessor Cathy Timm, Library Director Mary Marquardt, 
Library Board Member Steve Ruggieri, Senior Center Director Carol 
LaFontaine, City Clerk Constance McHugh, Deputy City Clerk 
Amy Kletzien, Recreation Supervisor Danny Friess, Public Works 
employees Jim Grube, Joel Nieskes, Don Priddy and Joel Bublitz, 
Wastewater employee Ed Bublitz, Chamber of Commerce Director 
Kristine Hage, Ozaukee County Administrator Tom Meaux,  
interested citizens and news media 

 
STATEMENT OF PUBLIC NOTICE 
 
At Mayor Myers’ request, Deputy City Clerk Kletzien verified that notice of this meeting was 
provided to the public by forwarding the agenda to the City's official newspaper, the News Graphic, 
to all news media and citizens who requested copies, and by posting in accordance with the 
Wisconsin Open Meetings Law.  Citizens present were welcomed and encouraged to provide their 
input during the citizen comment portion of the meeting. 
 
CONSIDER MAYOR MYERS’ APPOINTMENTS TO BOARDS, COMMITTEES, AND 
COMMISSIONS 
 
No appointments were made. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING – CONSIDER ORDINANCE NO. 2009-12 AMENDING SEC. 13-1-71 
OF THE ZONING CODE PERTAINING TO THE COMMUNITY EXHIBITION 
GROUNDS (CEG) DISTRICT AND SEC. 13-1-82(f) PERTAINING TO PARKING LOT 
CURB AND GUTTER AND LANDSCAPING  
 
Mayor Myers declared the public hearing open at 7:06 p.m. on the proposed Ordinance No. 2009-12 
amending Sec. 13-1-71 of the Zoning Code pertaining to the Community Exhibition Grounds 
(CEG) District and Sec. 13-1-82(f) pertaining to Parking Lot Curb and Gutter and Landscaping 
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Improvement Standards.  Deputy City Clerk Kletzien verified that proper legal notice had been 
given with publication in the News Graphic on October 22 and October 29, 2009.   
 
City Planner Censky explained that the Fire Department Inc. and the County deem these changes 
necessary to better clarify the City’s Zoning Code and to allow the County to continue through the 
approval process for the multi-purpose building.   
 
This building will be partially financed by the Milwaukee Curling Club and they will hold a 
long-term lease for the use of the building.  The Club will occupy the building on an annual basis 
from October through March of each year.  During the remaining months, the multi-purpose 
building would be made available for such uses such as conventions, trade shows, community use, 
church events, etc.   
 
The change to Section 13-1-71 refers to the changes to the CEG District language which will 
remove outdated language and the change to Section 13-1-82 is regarding parking lot design, 
specifically the landscaping and curb and gutter requirements within the section.  Planner Censky 
stated that the intent is to give the Plan Commission flexibility to apply the standards in a functional 
way to serve to buffer and protect adjacent properties from the impacts of uses or programs that are 
ongoing on the fairgrounds.   
 
Planner Censky stated that the change to the Zoning District language does not include any plans; 
and if it is adopted, the County will be able to establish their final detailed site plans, architectural 
elevations, landscaping and exterior lighting plans.  When the plans are complete, they will be 
presented to the Plan Commission for final consideration at a future date. 
 
Planner Censky noted one minor correction to the Ordinance on page 2, line 15, the word storage 
was mistakenly crossed out.   
 
Council Member Loomis stated that this item is a big issue in his district and many neighbors have 
been active.  He stated that he would like to pass on some recommendations to the Plan 
Commission for them to consider when approving the plans.   
 
In answer to Council Member Loomis’ question, Planner Censky stated that this is the only official 
public hearing on the proposed Zoning Code changes; however, comments can be passed on 
anytime to Planner Censky or the Plan Commission for their consideration.  This is the only time it 
will come before the Common Council.   
 
Council Member Loomis distributed a list of potential agreements that the Willowbrook neighbors 
discussed with the County on October 14. 
 
In answer to Council Member Radtke’s question, Planner Censky stated that the site plan and the 
adjacent landscaping will be reviewed by the Plan Commission.  The use of the building is 
controlled by permitted uses by right or conditional uses.  Those uses permitted by right can 
interchange without any supervision by the Plan Commission.  Conditional uses require a public 
hearing process. 
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Lynn Gerdes, W67 N946 Cambridge Avenue, spoke on behalf of Elizabeth and Sean Rusch who 
were unable to attend this meeting.  She respectfully requested that the Council review some 
comments from them that were distributed at the meeting before taking action on this item. 
 
Stephen Beaver, N94 W6702 Fieldcrest, spoke on behalf of the Willowbrook neighbors who had 
the opportunity to meet with the County.  He presented a summary of points that were agreed upon: 

• Agreement that no retention pond is to be placed in the area behind the homes along 
Fieldcrest Street. 

• A 30-foot wide buffer area behind all of the homes on the north end of the property will be 
landscaped with trees and berms, if desired. 

• General drainage will be addressed to prevent ponding on the lawn area, with the possible 
inclusion of actual sewer. 

• Close the entrance drive from Cambridge with a gate during all days except for access to the 
building loading dock.  The gate will open for the Fair and Maxwell Street Days.  Traffic 
would be diverted on regular days to the Piggly Wiggly Drive entrance, which would be 
designated the main entrance to the Fairgrounds. 

• Build a concrete barrier around the outdoor compressors, and line them with soundproofing 
material. 

• Provide directional lighting in the parking lot and on the building itself to limit light 
pollution. 

• Agree to keep any music events indoors, through the implementation of restrictions in the 
new zoning provisions. 

• Slide parking south along the building as much as possible, and provide additional parking 
on the south end of the building. 

 
An additional request that was not discussed with the County but was discussed with the Fire Chief 
this evening was the need for overflow parking during the winter months for larger events that 
might need street parking. 

• Provide overflow parking in the “pit area” on the fairgrounds (after transfer from the Fire 
Department to the County) during winter months (plowed) to accommodate tournaments and 
large events that require more parking than what is available in the paved surface area. 

 
These guidelines were put together to make this location on the north side compatible with the 
neighborhood.   
 
Brent Borland, N94 W6737 Fieldcrest Street, brought attention to days when there is overflow 
parking on Fieldcrest Street.  During the Ozaukee County Fair and Maxwell Street Days, people use 
their yard as access to the fairgrounds, the parking limits, the view to children playing in the 
neighborhood, and one way streets make it difficult to access their own home.  He suggested that 
Fieldcrest Drive become a No Parking Zone to discourage overflow parking to this street.   
 
Don Halter, W67 N867 Washington Avenue, stated that his driveway is directly across from the 
Piggly Wiggly entrance.  It may be desirable for some to have this as the only entrance and exit to 
the park; however, he would not appreciate it at all. 
 
Motion made by Council Member Filter, seconded by Council Member Loomis, to close the public 
hearing. 
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In answer to Council Member Radtke’s questions, Planner Censky stated the building is proposed to 
be 28,000 sq. ft. in total size; however, the interior design will allow a capacity of 500 people.  This 
equates to a maximum of 163 required parking stalls.  The design is set up for overflow parking to 
be interior to the fairgrounds and should not overflow to the public streets.  In regard to 
snowplowing, this will be provided by either the County or the Curling Club. 
 
In answer to Council Member Filter’s question, Ozaukee County Administrator Meaux stated that 
he has not seen the communication as outlined by Stephen Beaver on behalf of the Willowbrook 
residents.  He briefly looked at the outline and stated that the County may not have committed to 
each item; however, they said they would work with the neighbors to address their concerns.  No 
one can bind the entire County Board on some of the listed detail but they will do what they can 
within reason to address all of the neighbors concerns. 
 
In answer to Council Member Radtke’s question, Ozaukee County Administrator Meaux stated that 
there are no plans to make the facility an indoor/outdoor venue.   
 
Council Member R. Reimer stated the zoning change provides for concerts and permitted 
conditional use of an amphitheater.   
 
Planner Censky stated that any concert would have to be associated with a fair or some type of 
festival. 
 
Council Member Loomis confirmed that the changed language will allow for weddings. 
 
Council Member Loomis stated that he has been involved with this project since the beginning.  He 
commended the neighbors for getting together with Ozaukee County and the Cedarburg Fire 
Department and trying to work out an agreeable plan.     
 
Motion made by Council Member Loomis to approve the zoning changes and recommend to the 
Plan Commission to strongly consider the points that have been worked out by the neighbors as 
listed in their communication.  Motion was seconded by Council Member Kinzel. 
 
In answer to Council Member Radtke’s question, David Goelzor, President of the Curling Club, 
stated that a maximum of 80 people are in attendance at a regular event with only 40 people 
competing at one time.  Tournaments could attract approximately 100 people for the event. 
 
Council Member Filter expressed concern for recommending all of the points that were presented 
by the Willowbrook residents.   
 
Mayor Myers agreed that most of the recommendations are good; however, he expressed concern 
for closing the Cambridge Avenue driveway.  He stated that there are no houses across from or on 
either side of the driveway but there are houses on each side of the Piggly Wiggly entrance and it is 
much narrower. 
 
Council Member Loomis stated that the overflow parking is a concern for the neighbors.  These 
same neighbors are getting inundated all summer with various functions and he doesn’t believe it is 
an unreasonable request.  This was a major point with the residents. 



COMMON COUNCIL     CC20091109-5 
November 9, 2009       
 
Council Member Kinzel stated that the Common Council is only making a recommendation for the 
Plan Commission to consider all of the neighbors’ points.  He sees the neighbors’ outline as nice 
parameters for the County and the neighborhood to work from. 
 
Council Member Radtke stated that the ad hoc Downtown Master Plan Committee made a 
recommendation to support the use and proposed facility at the fairgrounds.  It will be a great asset 
to the City.  He agreed with Mayor Myers that the Cambridge Avenue entrance should remain open 
for events involving 40 to 60 people. 
 
In answer to Council Member Maher’s questions, Director Wiza stated that the site plan layout has 
not been done yet and it has not been determined where the retention pond will be situated.  In 
regard to general drainage and the inclusion of actual sewer, Director Wiza stated that drainage 
would go into Willowbrook Pond.  However, if the area is graded properly, drainage into 
Willowbrook Pond will not be required. 
 
In answer to Council Member Radtke’s question in regard to berms at the north end, Council 
Member Loomis stated that the Plan Commission needs to work with the neighbors to construct a 
desirable buffer and if the County is willing to put in landscaping to make a virtual forest behind 
their homes, it will ease their concerns and property value concerns.   
 
Motion carried without a negative vote with Council Member C. Reimer excused.    
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
Motion made by Council Member Kinzel, seconded by Council Member Maher, to approve the 
minutes of the October 19 and October 26, 2009 meetings.  Motion carried without a negative vote 
with Council Member C. Reimer excused.  
 
REPORTS OF BOARDS, COMMISSIONS & COMMITTEES - None 
 
COMMENTS & SUGGESTIONS FROM CITIZENS  
 
Steve Ruggieri, W52 N621 Highland Road, suggested raising taxes to cover the loss of revenue to 
the Library, Parks & Recreation, and the Senior Center.  He stated that the country is in the midst of 
a democratic administration and it would be okay to raise taxes.  This is a quality of life issue for 
him because he has lived and worked in Cedarburg for 30 years and he feels strongly that these 
services should be available to him.  It is important for the overall community to have the support of 
these programs.  The many years that he delivered mail, he never heard from anyone that they were 
moving out of their house because their property taxes were too high.  It appears that the people 
who complain most about high taxes own multiple homes.   
 
Mr. Ruggieri stated that he has the impression there is a general feeling of disinterest in sharing the 
pain of the recent cuts to the Library, Parks & Recreation and the Senior Center.  As a property 
taxpayer, he pays taxes for a County Sheriff’s Department and for the Cedarburg Police Department 
and there has been precedent for abolishing Police Departments and letting the County take over.  
He is paying taxes for duplicate services and maybe the City can cut back in these areas. 
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Mr. Ruggieri stated that he serves on the Library Board and is also the liaison to the Cedarburg 
Friends of the Library.  Between the two groups there are savings accounts available.  In order to 
maintain the status quo of funding for the Library without the Town’s help that savings could be 
completely gone in two to three years.  They planned on using this money to enhance a new library 
and he does not want to see this money disappear with a new library on the horizon. 
    
DISCUSS ISSUES RELATED TO THE TOWN OF CEDARBURG; THE COOPERATIVE 
PLAN, SHARED SERVICES AGREEMENTS 
 
Council Member Loomis stated that he distributed a notice today to residents in his district 
regarding the quarry advising them that the Town is considering a change to the Conditional Use for 
the Susan Lane/Tillman Quarry on November 18.  He attached a copy of a legal document to the 
letter stating that it was agreed upon in 2005 that in 2011 the quarry operations would be completely 
done.   
 
Council Member Loomis received a few calls from his constituents and all of them asked why the 
City and Town cannot get along.  He stated that this is a very good question and a frustration.  
Several weeks ago, the Common Council voted 6-0 in favor of mediation with the Town to work 
out all of the differences in regard to the boundary agreement.  The City asked for a response and 
the Town’s answer was that they would talk to the Mayor to see if the City is still interested in a 
mediation agreement.  How can the City be clearer?   
 
Council Member Loomis’ final point is that the City has to make some very hard decisions when it 
comes to the Library, Parks & Recreation and the Senior Center.  He suggested that the staff draft a 
letter to go to all the Town and City residents explaining the ramifications of the cuts in shared 
services by the Town through cuts in service levels and fee structures within the City.  He wants the 
citizens to know the reasons for these changes so no one is surprised on January 1.  This letter 
should be reviewed by City Attorney Vance. 
 
Council Member Kinzel agreed to send a letter so that the residents are not surprised.   
 
Council Member Radtke expressed frustration and a desire for Town leadership to do what most 
people want them to do.  He opined that all of their actions have been to split the community as 
much as possible and to become their own municipality. Council Member Radtke has had 
communication with people he knows in the Town and he cannot keep up with the public relations 
firm representing the Town.  He is afraid this public relations firm will put a bad spin on the City’s 
letter.  Most people do not know what is happening and will be surprised when they start registering 
for baseball programs and then it will be too late. 
 
Council Member Kinzel stated that it will be important to stress in this letter that the increases in 
fees and cuts in services are a direct result of the Town not agreeing with programs they have 
always supported in the past. 
 
Council Member Radtke was surprised to read in the News Graphic that the Town’s choices are all 
for the children.  In this case, it would make sense to work together to expand services so no one is 
turned away.   
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In answer to Council Member Maher’s question, Council Member Loomis stated that the City letter 
will be mailed after the budget is finalized and should focus on the shared services issues so people 
will understand. 
 
In answer to Council Member Maher’s question, City Administrator/Treasurer Mertes suggested 
that an insert be included in the City newsletter.  This will cost an additional $500 - $700 and $15 in 
postage as opposed to the $2,000 cost to send a separate mailing to residents. 
 
Motion made by Council Member Loomis to direct staff to compose a simple letter covering the 
reasons for the cutbacks and the fact that the City tried to do everything in its power to prevent 
them.  It should be added that the cutbacks have to occur because of the pull-out of the shared 
services agreements by the Town and the ramifications of the cut backs after the budget is complete.  
Motion was seconded by Council Member Kinzel.          
   
Council Member R. Reimer expressed opposition to sending a separate letter to the Town when the 
City is struggling with the current budget.  
  
In answer to Mayor Myers’ question, City Administrator/Treasurer Mertes stated the City could cut-
back on some information in the next Cedar Post to keep it the same size or a one page insert could 
be added for $574 plus $13 more in postage.   
 
Steve Ruggieri, former employee of the US Post Office, stated that because the Cedar Post is 
addressed to Postal Resident the City could supply enough newsletters to be delivered to Town and 
City residents and the carriers will deliver them.  The only added cost will be the additional 
printing. 
 
Council Member Radtke agreed to the City and Town distribution of the Cedar Post to show what 
the City has to offer and why it needs to be part of a larger community. 
 
Mayor Myers asked City Administrator/Treasurer Mertes to get a cost for broader distribution of the 
Cedar Post. 
 
Council Member Kinzel stated that the letter and costs should be reviewed by the Common Council 
as soon as possible. 
 
Motion carried without a negative vote with Council Member C. Reimer excused. 
 
CONSIDER POSSIBLE SEWER AND WATER EXTENSIONS TO SERVE PROPERTIES 
IMPACTED BY THE 2011 WAUWATOSA ROAD INTERSECTION IMPROVEMENTS 
 
Director Wiza explained that the State has provided a copy of the preliminary plans for constructing 
roundabout intersections at the Wauwatosa/Western and Wauwatosa/Bridge intersections.  The 
improvements will include curb and gutter, storm sewer, sidewalks on Western Road, and a multi-
use path on the east side of Wauwatosa Road. 
The State is also asking what, if any, utility work the City plans to complete prior to or in 
conjunction with the roadway work.  This has forced the City to look at whether to install City 
sewer and water facilities in front of Town properties at this time, in case they may choose to annex, 
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or do nothing and make it cost prohibited to annex.  This situation is similar to the Keup Road 
project. 
 
The cost to extend sanitary sewer in the indicated areas is approximately $95,000 and providing 
water should be somewhat less as Towne Realty will be installing the water main in Western Road 
as part of the required improvements for the future Prairie View Subdivision. 
 
Director Wiza opined that it is sound utility planning to install municipal utilities within the sewer 
service area before such extensive roadway improvements are completed.  The funds are available 
in the sanitary sewer account and would not be funded by taxpayers. 
 
Motion made by Council Member Filter, seconded by Council Member Loomis, to approve sewer 
and water extensions to serve properties impacted by the 2011 Wauwatosa Road intersection 
improvements.  Motion carried unanimously on a roll call vote, with Council Member C. Reimer 
excused. 
 
CONSIDER RECOMMENDATION OF THE PERSONNEL COMMITTEE REGARDING 
STAFFING LEVELS 
 
Council Member Kinzel stated that this has been his most difficult budget.  As Chairman of the 
Personnel Committee, he stated that the Committee has looked at staffing levels and other topics.  
He stated that the five unions which represent a large portion of City employees chose not to open 
their union contracts to discuss a wage freeze or furloughs, as requested by the City.  As a result, the 
Personnel Committee has come up with a recommendation that will be considered to reduce 
$225,000 through staff reductions, workforce levels, and four furlough days.  More details will be 
revealed during the budget process.  
 
In answer to Council Member Radtke’s question, Council Member Kinzel stated that the decisions 
made by the Personnel Committee can be flexible based on the outcome of the budget.       
 
CONSIDER PROPOSED 2010 BUDGET 
 
City Administrator/Treasurer Mertes distributed a revised tax levy sheet which now includes the 
school district and the MATC levies for comparison, a revised General Fund summary, and a 
revised Fund Balance graph without the payment of the unfunded pension liability keeping the Fund 
Balance at the minimum level.  The last page is a tax levy comparison to show where the City is 
with the assessed tax rate and what the State would allow for a levy limit. 
 
City Administrator/Treasurer Mertes stated that the General Fund Budget summary shows the 
General Fund deficit and Library deficits, which total $219,065.  This is the deficit amount if the tax 
rate is not increased.  If the Council would pass a .03 increase, the deficit amount would be 
approximately $185,000.   
 
In answer to Council Member Radtke’s question, City Administrator/Treasurer Mertes stated that 
the budget is the same as the last meeting except for the change to the unfunded pension liability.  
The City will not make a principal payment next year only an interest payment. 
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In answer to Council Member Radtke’s questions, City Administrator/Treasurer Mertes stated the 
maximum allowable tax levy increase would be a 9% increase in the assessed tax rate or .32 per 
$1,000.  On a median value home in the City, the increase would be approximately $76.  This 
would bring in an extra $419,000 for 2010. 
 
Council Member R. Reimer stated he does not want to hurt the character of the community and the 
Council should not close out the idea of increasing the tax rate. 
 
Council Member Radtke agreed and stated that it is never a good time to raise taxes.  The Common 
Council has done a great job in the past of keeping the levy flat.  The economy and shared services 
have had an impact and tough choices need to be made.  He stated that some items should be looked 
at again and be kept in the budget because it impacts the quality of life issues.  His constituents 
don’t want to necessarily pay more but they don’t want to lose some of the current services.  
 
Mayor Myers stated that families are making tough choices right now.  Just because the City can 
raise taxes does not mean it should.  He is going to stick with his pledge of no tax increase at the 
City level.  The recommended budget shows that the City can achieve this goal.  
 
In answer to Council Member R. Reimer’s question, Mayor Myers stated that he knew what he was 
saying when he made this commitment.  He does not feel that the State should be able to balance 
the budget on the back of the City.   
 
Council Member Loomis opined that some budget items need to be funded: 

• Fourth of July Fireworks - $3,000  
• Flower Baskets - $2,000 of the $5,000 
• Civic Band - $3,000 

These three items amount to $8,000 and are quality of life issues. 
 
Council Member Kinzel stated that part of the funds for the flower baskets could be offset with 
$1,800 from the room tax.   
 
City Administrator/Treasurer Mertes stated that Director Hilvo put together a proposal to hire a 
part-time staff person at $8.50/hr. to work three hours per day/five days per week to water the 
flowers.  The baskets would be watered late on Friday and early on Monday to eliminate watering 
on the weekends.  This would cost $2,550 and if this amount is offset with the room tax, then it 
would cost $1,050. 
 
Council Member Filter opined that the flowers would need to be watered over the weekend when 
the temperature reaches 90 degrees.  He does not want the City to pay overtime to water flowers 
because the City is asking for independent trash pick up for Summer Sounds, a cutback in the Civic 
Band, and reductions of City staff to achieve a 0% increase which he believes is necessary. 
 
Mayor Myers said that his motivation for a 0% increase has nothing to do with the money that he 
might save and offered $1,000 of his Mayor’s salary back to the City.  If there is going to be a 
sacrifice in City staff, he does not feel that he should be exempt.  There are some things in the City 
that need to be funded because they enhance the value of the City, such as ambience that bring 
people to the community which in turn, creates a successful community, which in turn improves 
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property values, that help fund this government.  The City needs to cut in areas that it may not like 
to, in the end the government will be operating more efficiently without detracting from the value of 
the services we are providing or the character of the community.  It is a tough balance; however, 
that is what the City should be striving for.  Mayor Myers stated that he is very adamant about a 0% 
increase, especially in light of the unemployment figures that are over 10%.  Many people in the 
community are hurting and social security payments will be frozen next year.  He stated it would be 
wrong not to consider the total economic climate of this community. 
 
Council Member Radtke agreed with Council Member Loomis on the Festivals because they are a 
highlight to the City.  He also suggested that three part-time seasonal parks people be considered for 
next year. 
 
Council Member Kinzel stated that there is a plan to fund these positions.  The upkeep of the City 
and its appearance is important for the property tax base.   
 
Council Member Kinzel stated he is a firm believer that the Fourth of July is the best event of the 
year.   
 
In answer to Mayor Myers’ questions, Council Member Loomis stated that he is keeping track of 
the items that are important to the Common Council and to the City.  The Fourth of July event 
would require adding $3,000 back to the budget.  The flower basket program would require $1,500. 
 
In regard to restoring the Civic Band funding, Director Hilvo came up with a program that would 
utilize sponsorships for various events and he adjusted the budgeted amounts in some areas.   
 
In answer to Council Member Filter’s questions, Director Hilvo stated that the membership 
payments of $2,505 is for paying the band members at the end of each year $7 - $8 for each time 
they participated in an event.  Director Hilvo stated that the band members use their own 
transportation to get to and from events. 
 
Council Member Loomis commended Director Hilvo for his work on obtaining funding for the 
Civic Band. 
 
In answer to Mayor Myers’ question, Director Marquardt stated the Library Board is waiting to 
submit a revised budget until they hear the Common Council’s budget plans. 
 
Mayor Myers asked what the $50,000 deficit is comprised of in the Library budget. 
 
City Administrator/Treasurer Mertes stated that in the present budget the following was taken into 
consideration: 

• Sunday hours have been cut 
• Close the library one hour earlier on M-TH 
• Decrease material budget back to the 2009 level, less 10% 
• Less $5,000 for an electronic database 
• Close an additional four hours on Fridays 
• Cut the maintenance person on Saturdays 
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Council Member Loomis confirmed that the City is contributing the same amount in 2010 as they 
did in 2009. 
 
Mayor Myers asked to see a budget from the Library showing the entire picture. 
 
Council Member Kinzel stated that the Library has a $49,000 deficit due to the loss of shared 
services from the Town. 
 
Council Member Radtke opined the amount should not be the sole burden of the Library and should 
be shared by the City. 
 
City Administrator/Treasurer Mertes stated the $219,000 deficit includes the Library deficit. 
 
Mayor Myers cautioned the Common Council; if they increase the funding by that much, then the 
City will be locked into that funding level from this point forward by State law.   
 
Council Member Loomis stated that the figures propose an 11% increase in the Library budget and 
this exceeds any other department.  
 
Director Marquardt stated that the budget amount was calculated on the City’s maintenance of 
effort over three years. 
 
Mayor Myers stated that maybe in the short term the shortfall could be funded with the Library 
Fund Balance. 
 
Council Member Maher clarified that the $49,000 deficit is after the Library has considered serious 
cuts, which will have a detrimental impact on what the Library provides to the residents. 
 
Council Member Loomis said the question is whether the City should fund the $49,000 out of 
taxpayer dollars or should it be funded from the $200,000 Fund Balance in the Library Fund, with 
the hopes that the City can have a shared services agreement at least for the Library next year.  
Council Member Loomis questioned why the Library has a rainy day fund and isn’t this a rainy day. 
 
City Attorney Vance said the Library Board decides how to use Library funds. 
 
Mayor Myers stated the City will not know how to fund the Library until the Board makes a 
decision.  He stated that the City can agree to fund the Library at a certain level and the Board could 
take the Library’s entire Fund Balance and spend that much more.  The Library Board has the 
option to spend as little or as much as they want from the Fund Balance. 
 
In answer to Council Member Kinzel’s question, City Assessor Timm said the last three years the 
revaluation account has been cut from $20,000 to $10,000 for future revaluations.  
  
Council Member Maher reiterated that the Council has done a great job at controlling taxes but next 
year is going to be even tougher and this budget, as presented, has a lot of serious cuts.  The citizens 
of Cedarburg have grown accustomed to the current services and this budget will have a serious 
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impact on this level.  At some point the City will have to consider raising taxes because the situation 
is only going to get worse. 
 
In answer to Council Member Kinzel’s question, Director Hilvo thought it was close to a $20,000 
savings being proposed by Superintendent Westphal for treating the emerald ash borer disease that 
could fund the seasonal employees. 
 
Council Member Loomis stated that the additional contribution possible by the Town in non-
resident fees could generate a possible $8,000 to add to the revenue line.   
 
Mayor Myers asked for a summary of the changes to be discussed at the next budget meeting. 
 
Council Member Radtke reiterated that sooner or later taxes will need to increase.  This budget 
contains many cut backs that may hurt the City in the long run. 
 
Mayor Myers opined that the changes have been very well thought out and there was a lot of 
discussion in getting to this point in the budget process. 
 
Mayor Myers confirmed with the Common Council to hold a special budget meeting next Monday, 
November 16 at 7 p.m. 
 
CONSIDER ORDINANCE NO. 2009-13 AMENDING SEC. 2-6-44 THE CODE OF 
ORDINANCES PERTAINING TO THE FAMILY AND MEDICAL LEAVE ACT (FMLA) 
AND CONSIDER ELIMINATING POLICY CC-10 RE:  MATERNITY LEAVE 
 
Motion made by Council Member Kinzel, seconded by Council Member Loomis, to adopt 
Ordinance No. 2009-13 amending Sec. 2-6-44 of the Code of Ordinances pertaining to the Family 
and Medical Leave Act (FMLA) and to eliminate Policy CC-10 re:  Maternity Leave.  Motion 
carried without a negative vote with Council Member C. Reimer excused. 
 
CONSIDER LICENSE APPLICATIONS 
 
Motion made by Council Member Kinzel, seconded by Council Member Radtke, to authorize 
issuance of new Operator’s License for period ending June 30, 2010 to Debra A. Simenc.  Motion 
carried without a negative vote with Council Member C. Reimer excused. 
 
Motion made by Council Member Kinzel, seconded by Council Member Maher, to authorize 
issuance of a new Class “B” beer and “Class C” wine license to Select Display, Inc. d/b/a The Hub, 
W63 N631 Washington Avenue.  Motion carried without a negative vote with Council Member C. 
Reimer excused. 
 
CITY ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 
 
Director Wiza was successful in working with the State of Wisconsin to provide a right turn lane in 
front of the Kohlwey property on Hwy. 60 when they widen the State highway in 2011. 
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COMMENTS & SUGGESTIONS BY CITIZENS  
 
Steve Ruggieri thanked the Common Council for their hard work in making tough decisions this 
year.  He opined that the Cedar Post distribution to the Town of Cedarburg will be junk mail.  He 
stated that there is another option to the $49,000 shortfall in the Library budget.  As of January 1 
even more serious cuts will be made to the Library and that will prove the point much better than 
any letter going out in the mail.  It will send a message to everyone that these are the ramifications 
of the shortfall.   
  
REPORTS & COMMENTS BY COUNCIL MEMBERS - None 
 
MAYOR’S REPORT 
 
Mayor Myers reminded the Council that a special budget meeting will be held next week on 
Monday, November 16, 2009. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Motion made by Council Member Filter, seconded by Council Member Kinzel, to adjourn the 
meeting at 9:05 p.m.  Motion carried without a negative vote with Council Member C. Reimer 
excused.  
 
       Amy D. Kletzien, MMC/WCPC 
       Deputy City Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


