
 LANDMARKS COMMISSION LAN20150611-1 
 June 11, 2015 UNAPPROVED 
 
A regular meeting of the Landmarks Commission, City of Cedarburg, Wisconsin, was held 
Thursday, June 11, 2015 at Cedarburg City Hall, W63 N645 Washington Avenue, lower level, 
room 2.  
 
The meeting was called to order by Chairperson Judy Jepson at 7:02 p.m. 
 
Roll Call: Present - Council Member Patricia Thome, Dick Ellefson, Judy Jepson, 

Tomi Fay Forbes, Tom Kubala 
   
 Excused – James Pape, Allison Hanson 
   
 Also Present – City Planner Jon Censky, community member Ann Denk 
   
STATEMENT OF PUBLIC NOTICE 
 
Chairperson Jepson acknowledged that the agenda for this meeting was posted and distributed in 
compliance with the Wisconsin Open Meetings Law.  
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
Motion made Council Member Thome, seconded by Dick Ellefson, to approve the minutes of 
May 28, 2015 with the technical corrections presented to the Commission.  Motion carried 
without a negative vote with Jim Pape and Allison Hanson excused.  
 
COMMENTS AND SUGGESTIONS FROM CITIZENS – none 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Review the Enclosure for Outdoor Alcohol Beverage Sales Located Behind W62 N599 
Washington Avenue, North 48 Tavern; and Action Thereon. 
Planner Censky stated that the Plan Commission had a long discussion about the location and 
control over the designated area but accepted the proposal contingent on the approval of the 
Police Chief.  The Police Chief approved the fenced area as long as the door from the building 
leads directly into the outdoor seating area.  There will be about a seven foot entrance area so a 
person can enter and exit the back door of the building.  
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Peter Olds represented the North 48 Tavern.  He stated that they will use galvanized wash bins, 
filled with cement, with logs stuck vertically into the cement to create a fence post.  The posts 
will be about four feet tall and will be spaced about six feet apart.  A large nautical rope will run 
from each post to the next to enclose and designate the area.  The entire fencing structure will be 
portable so it can be moved against the building during the winter for plowing.  There will be 
seating for about 20 individuals.  Alcohol will be served – the tavern is responsible to monitor 
the individuals in the fenced area.  The City can withdraw the permit if there are problems.  
 
Tom Kubala moved to approve the enclosure as modified by the Police Chief.  Council Member 
Thome seconded the motion.  Motion carried without a negative vote with Jim Pape and Allison 
Hanson excused.  The enclosure will now go to the Common Council. 
 
Review and Possibly Approve Replacing the Existing Aluminum Windows with New 
Replacement Windows for The Gem Shop Located at W64 N723 Washington Avenue; and 
Action Thereon.  
The building owner was not present to discuss the windows; however, Commission members 
discussed the challenge of what the Commission would require of individuals replacing only a 
storm or storm/screen combination window.  It is a grey area, without help from the SOI 
guidelines.  It is clear the Commission wants original wood windows either maintained or 
replaced with like wood windows – but storms/screens are a different matter.  
 
Planner Censky suggested that whatever the Commission determines is the City’s guideline for 
the second floor, may not necessarily apply to the first floor.  Some of the challenges discussed 
were that wood storms need to be painted and maintained and they are significantly more 
expensive than aluminum windows.  The painted aluminum storms may be less impacting than 
replacing the original window itself, but the aluminum is clearly a replacement not replicating 
the original.  It is important that the downtown be a livable space – that tenants are encouraged to 
live in second floor apartments and that the apartments are comfortable.  An apartment that has 
windows without screens for summer ventilation is not appealing.  The building owners need to 
be able to have both storms and screens.  
 
Tom Kubala, Council Member Thome and Tomi Fay Forbes agreed that a storm/screen 
combination such as found on the General Store Museum would be a good compromise.  It is a 
wood window with a storm that pops out from the inside so the screen may be utilized.  Judy 
Jepson would like to see the traditional wood separate storm and screen as would have been 
original the buildings.  
 
No motion was needed.  
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Review and Possibly Approve a Storage Shed for the Parks and Recreation Department – 
This item was removed from the agenda.  
 
Review and Discuss Sign Lighting; and Action Thereon.  
The lighting on the sign for the Stilt House was brought up. Around the outside of the sign the 
Stilt House placed a string of bright white LED lights.  Tom Kubala stated that the light was self-
defeating and aggravating.  That it is too bright, so bright it is difficult to read the sign. It is 
something of a ‘light bomb.”  When the actual light is visible to the eye, it closes the iris down.  
It is a bad choice for the business and the City.  
 
Planner Censky indicated concern that the Commission has not historically addressed this type of 
sign lighting nor have they dealt with the lighting that has been place along the tops of the 
downtown buildings. In response, the Commission noted that they do deal with lighting that 
illuminates signs when they approve signage.  The lights on the Stilt House sign may be 
perceived to be a string of lights, as is found outlining the roof of a number of downtown 
buildings, but those lights are less intense so are comfortable to view.  Planner Censky stated he 
would discuss the sign with the building’s owner.  
 
Council Member Thome made a motion to direct staff to review the Code and come back with 
language to address some of the lighting sources for signage.  Tom Kubala seconded the motion. 
Motion carried without a negative vote with Jim Pape and Allison Hanson excused.  
 
ADJOURNMENT 

A motion was made by Council Member Thome, seconded by Tom Kubala, to adjourn the 
meeting at 8:04 p.m.  Motion carried without a negative vote with Jim Pape and Allison Hanson 
excused.  
 

Tomi Fay Forbes 
Secretary 
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