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 CLEANUP COMMITTEE UNAPPROVED 

 May 29, 2014 

 

A regular meeting of the ad hoc Cedar Creek Cleanup Committee, City of Cedarburg, 

Wisconsin, was held Thursday, May 29, 2014 at 6:00 p.m. at City Hall, W63 N645 Washington 

Avenue, second floor, Council Chambers.  

 

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Kinzel at 6:05 p.m. 

Roll call:                    Present - Mayor Kip Kinzel, Council Member Patricia Thome, Paul Hayes, 

Allen Washatko, Michael Kenny, Jeff Gylland 

                                 Excused - Peter Alex 

                    Also Present - Parks, Recreation & Forestry Director Mikko Hilvo, City 

Administrator/Treasurer Christy Mertes, Tom Baumgartner and 

Craig Duchaine of Mercury Marine, Mark Thimke, Attorney for 

Mercury Marine, interested citizens 

STATEMENT OF PUBLIC NOTICE 

 

Mayor Kinzel acknowledged that the agenda for this meeting was posted and distributed in 

compliance with the Wisconsin Open Meetings Law. 

 

PRESENTATIONS 

 

Update on Access Agreements – Mercury Marine 

Tom Baumgartner stated that 153 owners were asked for access to 198 properties with the follow 

results (this excludes Hamilton pond area): 

 69% provided access agreements, which is 72% of the properties 

 Two owners declined 

 Two owners cannot be located 

 Access agreements are still needed from 44 owners (29%) 

 

Mercury Marine will be making phone calls and if that does not work, then they will be knocking 

on doors trying to get agreements from the owners.  Currently, everything has been done via 

mail. 

 

Mayor Kinzel asked about the two owners that declined.   

 

Mark Thimke stated that they will make every effort to get them on board.  If their efforts do not 

work, then the EPA can step in to allow them to do the samplings on those properties. 

 

Jeff Gylland asked if this is a private list for the owners that declined and if the group could do 

something about it. 
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Tom Baumgartner told the group that the City should let Mercury Marine try to reach these two 

homeowners; however, if they are unsuccessful they will ask for help. 

 

Jeff Gylland stated that it is in the best interest of these property owners to know what kind of 

contamination is on their properties. 

 

Potential GLNPO (Great Lakes National Program Office) Projects and Partnership 

Opportunities; and Action Thereon 

Mayor Kinzel stated that the City should draft a letter to the Village of Grafton, Town of 

Cedarburg, and Ozaukee County in regards to joining this committee. 

 

Tom Baumgartner stated that when you look at the scope of the entire project, it affects all of the 

entities and they should be approached to assist with it.  This project encompasses a larger entity 

than the City of Cedarburg.  All entities should be involved in the decision making process and 

this will also be helpful as we work to get funding from GLNPO.  It will be very beneficial to 

have the support from the proper authorities from these entities. 

 

Mayor Kinzel asked if town resident Michael Kenny would take a role as the Town of Cedarburg 

representative. 

 

Council Member Thome stated that in addition, we need to contact the Town of Grafton and 

Ozaukee County representatives. 

 

City Administrator/Treasurer Mertes stated that she had talked to the Sheboygan County 

Administrator on Monday about how they organized their committee and how the process 

worked.  He had stated that it was very important to have partners on this project and that seed 

money from these groups helped with grant requests.  He had also stated that for GLNPO 

funding, buy in from all groups was important and needed to be formal.  Adam Payne, 

Sheboygan County Administrator, also suggested instead of adding members to this committee 

that a separate group of local leaders from the City, County and Towns of Cedarburg and 

Grafton be formed.  He said this group is very important because they need to help with the 

project management and keeping the EPA on schedule.  The government leaders would work on 

the project management.  Any decisions from the local leaders could go to the committee for 

recommendation to the Common Council.  With meetings of staff, there would not be a need for 

minutes and agendas.  These were more of the working meetings in Sheboygan. 

 

Mayor Kinzel stated that all of these communities should be shown the various properties in the 

respective areas that are affected by this. 

 

Jeff Gylland asked what GLNPO did in Sheboygan. 

 

Mark Thimke stated that out of the $80 million project cost the municipality brought in $20 

million and the rest was from GLNPO and the Army Corp of Engineers.  He also stated that we 

have to remember that the GLNPO focuses on the water sediment portion of the project as a 

matching grant and not the restoration portion of the project.  In addition, the GLNPO requires 

that we have a project plan in place prior to them doing anything on it. 
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Michael Kenny asked what kind of seed money Sheboygan provided. 

 

City Administrator/Treasurer Mertes stated that it was around $250,000. 

 

Mayor Kinzel asked if the seed money includes in-kind contributions. 

 

Mark Thimke stated that yes, it does but it is important to remember that each project shapes up 

differently. 

 

Michael Kenny asked if it would be beneficial to have this group go to Sheboygan to learn more 

about their process. 

 

City Administrator/Treasurer Mertes stated that she has the contact information for the 

Sheboygan representative and had received information from him, including files.  He is very 

willing to share anything with this group. 

 

Jeff Gylland asked if there were pictures or a presentation of the Sheboygan project. 

 

Mark Thimke stated that there was and some of it was presented at the last meeting of the ad hoc 

Cedar Creek Cleanup Committee. 

 

Additional discussion was had in regards to meeting with the group in Sheboygan; it would 

definitely be beneficial to learn from their “journey” as the City plans for this project. 

 

Discussion moved back to making sure we get letters out to the other communities as soon as 

possible so they can join these meetings and get buy-in early with this project as well. 

 

Discussion was had in regard to the committee as a whole.  Does it need to be formal?  Tom 

Baumgartner stated that for GLNPO purposes it could be an informal group.  There could be 

three separate teams that collaborate or there could just be one big committee.  Mayor Kinzel did 

state that whatever is decided, the Cedarburg Common Council will still want regular reporting 

back to them and have final decisions on the project. 

 

Discussion was had in regards to the role of Mercury Marine and this committee.  Mercury 

Marine will be doing the sediment removal but a large portion of the additional restoration is up 

to the community.  What should the area to look like when the project is completed?  Should this 

area be a fishing resource?  What are the goals?  What is the end view? 

 

Mercury Marine has the experts on staff that can make the plan once the Committee knows what 

the overall vision is. 

 

The consensus of the group was to ensure that the same uses that currently exist in this area be 

kept the same, once the project has been completed.  No additional uses for this area are 

necessary.  Mercury Marine will plan accordingly. 
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Conversation was had about the wildlife habitat in the area and how it will be affected.  Tom 

Baumgartner stated that it is going to change.  Mark Thimke stated that the ecology will change 

because of the project.  Now is the opportunity to decide what goes in once the removal is done.  

Larger animals such as deer would temporarily leave the area but are known to come back 

eventually.  

 

The Committee knows that they want to refine the entire area to include improving the baseball 

diamond, rebuilding the band shell, adding potential overlooks, increasing plantings, and adding 

plantings that will decrease the current erosion going on. 

 

Paul Hayes asked if the restoration was on a lot-by-lot basis. 

 

Mark Thimke stated that it would be “like kind” restoration.  They will do the best they can to 

put the property back to how it was previously.  Obviously in some cases that is not possible so 

they would work with the landowner to come up with an agreed upon plan. 

 

Tom Baumgartner stated that as the work is being done they would need everyone out of the 

area.  It needs to be secured. 

 

Mayor Kinzel stated that he would talk to Police Chief Frank in regards to this.  

 

Michael Kenny asked about the timeline for the project. 

 

Tom Baumgartner stated that the design would be done October – December (most likely 

November).  They are still working on all the permits.  The actual work has yet to be determined 

but would most likely last into late fall of 2015. 

 

A decision has not been made whether they would dredge the entire area or bring in barges to 

suction out the sediment without draining it.  There are concerns with dredging it but it will all 

depend on the results they find this summer. 

 

Tom Baumgartner stated that there needs to be a plan for routing trucks and times of operation 

during cleanup. 

 

Mayor Kinzel stated that a plan for truck routes has been done by Director of Engineering and 

Public Works Wiza, and a 7 year road construction plan is in place that can be looked at for any 

conflicts for 2015.  A lot of the decisions on actual times would be decided by the Common 

Council.   

 

2014 Soil Sampling Program Update – Mercury Marine 

Tom Baumgartner stated that the sampling is starting this summer, in early July, and should take 

about four months.  Survey crews will be out earlier. 

 

Staging Locations for Summer Work – Mercury Marine 

Tom Baumgartner stated that the Krafts and BMO Harris have allowed them staging areas for a 

field office in addition to the current access they have from their (Mercury Marine) property. 
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Update on Engineering Evaluation/Cost Analysis from EPA 

There was nothing new to report. 

 

POTENTIAL FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 

 

Update from Meeting with Adam Payne, Sheboygan County Administrator and City 

Administrator/Treasurer Mertes  

No additional report. 

 

Future Agenda Items 

The next meeting date will depend on Mercury Marine’s schedule. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

Motion made by Jeff Gylland, seconded by Council Member Thome, to adjourn the meeting at 

8:05 p.m.  Motion carried without a negative vote with Peter Alex excused. 

 

      City Administrator/Treasurer Christy Mertes  

      Acting Secretary 

 

adk 

 


