
ORDINANCE NO. 2013-20 

 

An Ordinance Regulating the Removal of Trees 

And Vegetation in the C-4 Upland Conservancy District 

 

The Common Council of the City of Cedarburg, Wisconsin, hereby ordains as follows: 

 

 SECTION 1.  Section 13-1-74(d) of the Municipal Code of the City of Cedarburg is 

hereby amended as follows: 

 

SEC. 13-1-74(d)  C-4 UPLAND CONSERVANCY OVERLAY DISTRICT 

 

(d) Tree Cutting and Shrubbery Clearing Prohibited.  Lands lying within the Upland 

Conservancy Overlay District shall not be clear-cut of trees, shrubbery, or underbrush.  

No more than ten percent (10%) of the natural vegetation shall be removed from a parcel 

in any one given calendar year.  Normal pruning, trimming, and shearing of vegetation; 

removal of dead, diseased, insect-infested vegetation; and silvicultural thinning 

conducted under the recommendation of a forester shall be exempt from this restriction. 

 

Tree Cutting and Shrubbery Clearing Only by Permit in Accord with a Cutting 

Plan with Certain Exceptions.    A Tree Cutting and Clearing Permit is required for tree 

cutting and shrubbery clearing on all wooded lands within the C-4 Upland Conservancy 

Overlay District.  An application for a Tree Cutting and Clearing Permit shall include a 

cutting plan of the lot or aerial photo showing the location of trees and/or shrubbery to be 

removed. Notice of the application for such permit shall be mailed to owners of all lands 

located within three hundred (300) feet of the subject property.  The cutting plan shall be 

reviewed by the City Forester prior to being submitted for review by the Plan 

Commission as part of the permit process.  The Common Council shall have final 

approval of the permit. Such removals may include the creation of sites for a residence, 

accessory buildings or other accessory uses, driveways, or view corridors facing adjacent 

waterways.  Removals may also be done for forestry management purposes.  The 

proposed cutting plan shall not cause undue erosion or destruction of scenic beauty.  The 

cutting plan shall consider retaining some visual screening from waterways of any 

dwelling, accessory structures, and parking areas.  The cutting plan may include 

replacement of removed trees and shrubbery with groundcover plantings to minimize 

erosion. The proposed tree cutting plan shall comply with the Tree Preservation 

requirements of the Cedarburg Municipal Code. A maximum of 30 feet removal of 

vegetation per each 100 feet of water frontage, or fraction thereof, may be permitted.  

Exceptions from the Tree Cutting and Clearing Permit requirement include the following 

activities: 

(1) Normal pruning, trimming, and shearing of trees and shrubs. 

(2) Removal of dead, diseased, dying and insect-infected trees and shrubs. 

(3) Removal of storm damaged trees and shrubs. 

(4) Removal of invasive species as identified by the State of Wisconsin Department 

of Natural Resources. 

(5) Emergency tree removals as authorized by the City Forester. 



(6) Removals to accommodate construction of public paths and trails. 

(7) Removals to accommodate construction of public utilities. 

 

SECTION 2.  This ordinance shall take effect upon its passage and publication as 

provided by law. 

 

 Passed and adopted this 8
th
 day of July 2013. 

 

                                                     ________________________________ 

                                                     Kip Kinzel, Mayor    

 

 

 

Countersigned:    

 

______________________________ 

Constance K. McHugh, City Clerk 

 

Approved as to form:  

 

_________________________________ 

Kaye K. Vance, City Attorney  

 

 

 


